
BIOGRAPHY / CV

Mimiko (Gözde ‘Mimiko’ Türkkan) (1984, Turkey) is an artist based in Istanbul who produces videos, 
photography series and textual and performative works, focusing on connecting to/through the body 
and transcending the body. 

The first decade of her practice focused on gender roles and socially constructed identities through a 
subjective documentary approach. For the past five years she has been working towards exploring the 
expression of the inner flow — innergy, an amalgam of inner and energy — in human bodies and water-
bodies.

By conducting a primarily visual and bodily experience-based artistic research and drawing connections 
between constructed binaries and dichotomies, she questions global narratives about gender roles, 
identities, climate and ocean emergencies with a multidisciplinary approach, aiming for creating a 
disturbance of predisposed personal and social structures. 

Following a BA degree in Photography & Video from Istanbul Bilgi University in 2008, Mimiko received 
her MA Fine Art degree in the University of the Arts London, Central Saint Martins College of Art and Design 
in 2010. In addition to solo shows in Turkey, France and Geneva, she participated in group exhibitions,  
screenings and fairs worldwide.

Mimiko is the founder of SyncSociety, a phygital art network which creates and propagates content for 
the visibility of artists and a co-founding member of BOMOVU, The Network of Sport and Body Movement 
for Vulnerable Groups.

Over the years, my art practice has followed the currents of the body — human, emotional, migrating, and watery — always returning 
to the body as a site of experience, transformation, and connection. From Muay Thai to wave surfing, I’ve sought to understand 
the power and limits of the body, not only as a physical vessel but as a mediator between human and more-than-human beings.

Consequently, my focus has turned to water — not as a symbol or resource, but as a living entity, a body among bodies, and within 
bodies. Water moves, receives, carries, breaks, and heals. In it, I find a form of existence that reflects how I wish to relate to the 
world — fluidly, relationally, beyond binary constructions.

Waves, in particular, have become central to my thinking. They embody flow, energy, and intention — what I call innergy. Like 
migration waves, shock waves, seismic tremors, or the intangible ripples of shared emotion, waves mark how energy (and 
intentions) transfers across space and time — through and between bodies. 

This new phase of my practice seeks not only to observe these movements but to join them. Through collective experiences and 
shared gestures, I hope to learn from the waves -- how to float, to resist, to break and to begin again.

mimiko.net
instagram.com/mimikoturkkan
reachme@mimiko.net
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EDUCATION
2009-2010 | University of the Arts London, Central Saint Martins College of Art & Design, MA Fine Art
2004-2008 | Istanbul Bilgi University Faculty of Communication, Photography & Video Dept., BA
2002-2003 | Université Pierre et Marie Curie Paris IV, Physical Sciences, 1st year

SOLO EXHIBITIONS
Waves of Intention, Pilot Galeri, Istanbul, Turkey, may 2023
The Colossus of Rhodes, Analix Forever, Geneva, Switzerland, may 2022
Sedüksiyon, Bilsart, Istanbul, Turkey, feb 2020
Jeu des Portraits en Famille, Centre Intermondes, La Rochelle, France, juin 2018
Wish Tree, Centre Intermondes, La Rochelle, France, may 2017
Wish Tree, The Empire Project, Istanbul, Turkey, dec 2015
Fight-Flight-Freeze, Poligon The Shooting Gallery, Istanbul, Turkey, may 2013
Full Contact, Gallery x-ist, Istanbul, Turkey, jan 2012
Looking back at you, American Hospital Art Gallery ‘Operation Room’, Istanbul, Turkey, may 2011

GROUP EXHIBITIONS & SCREENINGS (SELECTION)
2nd Commagene Land and River Art Biennial, Adıyaman/Turkey, apr 2026
15th Shanghai Biennale, China, nov 2025
La mer, la terre et le sel, Apollonia (in the scope of Arsmondo Festival by the National Opera of the Rhine) Strasbourg,  apr 2025
15 Bienal de la Habana, Cuba, nov 2024
Carbon Tierra Biennale 1, Ptolemaida/Greece, sep 2024
States of Earth, Yapı Kredi Kültür Sanat, Istanbul/Turkey, sep 2024
Giunglia Festival ‘Ora et Labora’, Lucca/Italy, may 2024
Une écologie des images, Analix Forever, Geneva/Switzerland, feb 2024
LOOP Barcelona, Spain, nov 2023
imagespassages ‘Cómo bailar en tiempo de crisis’, macLYON, France, nov 2023
10th Mediations Biennale, Artistanbul Feshane, Turkey, oct 2023
Enchanter la Terre, Château du Rivau, France, apr 2023
(Leaving) The House Where We Grew Up, Monitor İzmir, Turkey, nov 2022
Art Speaks Out COP27, IkonoTV, nov 2022
Witness of the Flow, Cendere Museum, Istanbul/Turkey, oct 2022
Your Body is a Battleground, Agah Uğur Collection exhibition, Istanbul/Turkey, sep 2022
What Water Knows, Pilot Gallery, Istanbul/Turkey, jan 2022
In Memoriam, Campus Biotech, Geneva/Switzerland, nov 2021
Send Me an Image: From Postcards to Social Media, C/O Berlin, Germany, may 2021
Object(s) of Desire, Louisville Photo Biennial, 21c Museum Hotel, Louisville/USA, sep 2017
Every Inclusion is an Exclusion of Other Possibilities, SALT Beyoğlu, Istanbul/Turkey, juin 2015
Focus:Turkey, Landskrona Foto Festival, Landskrona/Sweden, jun 2014
Unseen Photo Fair 2013, Amsterdam/The Netherlands, sep 2013
Close Quarters, Istanbul Modern Museum, Istanbul/Turkey, may 2013
Dissecting & Patching, Galerie Vol de Nuits, Paris/France, may 2011
!f Istanbul Independent Film Festival, Istanbul/Turkey, 2007

PUBLICATIONS (SELECTION)
Süreyyya Evren, Imagining a Combative Turn in Art Discourse, 30 Jahre Springerin, Springerin magazine, 2025
Didem Yazıcı, Burcu Çimen, Ezgi Hamzaçebi, Chus Martínez, Arda Öztaşkın, States of Earth, Yapı Kredi Yayınları, 2024
Barbara Polla, Les femmes d’aujourd’hui au regard des artistes, Editions Slatkine, 2023
Enchanter la Terre, Château du Rivau, 2023
Süreyyya Evren, İç Sanat Ses Siz, Sanat Dünyamız, Yapı Kredi Yayınları, 2022

Lisa Toubas, Point Contemporain hors série – Curiosités Contemporaines #2, 2019
Der Greif #12 guest edited by Broomberg & Chanarin, 2019
William Esdale, BKN Magazine Intimacy Issue, 2017
Imago Mundi Istanbul Codex, Luciano Benetton 2015
Landskrona Foto Focus, Turkey: From the Ottoman Empire to Istanbul Modern, 2015
Anna Zizlsperger, Exhibist Magazine, Issue 5 – Spotlight: ON: Young Photographers / Internal Relations, 2015
Full Contact Extended, BookLab, 2015
Canan Dağdelen, Looking back at you, Amerikan Hastanesi yayınları, 2011
Pay Here Artist’s Books & flipbooks, Too many books / self-published, 2010

RESIDENCIES & RESEARCH PROGRAMS
Barbara Residency, Ayvalık, Turkey, may 2024
Cité Internationale des Arts Turkey Workshop, Paris, France, jan 2024
Istanbul Biennial ÇAP Production & Research Program, Istanbul, Turkey, jan 2022
Atelier AMI, Geneva, Switzerland, jan 2020
Centre Social le Pertuis, La Rochelle, France, jan 2018
Centre Intermondes, La Rochelle, France, may 2017

GRANTS & OTHER SUPPORTS
SAHA Association Support, 15 Bienal de la Habana, 2024
SAHA Association Covid-19 Sustainability Fund, 2020

CONDUCTED WORKSHOPS
Muay Thai based self-defence for women & non-binary individuals, 15 Bienal de la Habana & collateral events, 2024
Muay Thai based self-defence for women & non-binary individuals, Agah Uğur Collection exhibition, Istanbul, 2022
Kadından Kadına Muay Thai, free weekly workshops for women, Istanbul, 2017-2018
Temporary Portrait Photography Studio workshop, Centre Intermondes & Centre Social le Pertuis, La Rochelle, France, 2017
Temporary Portrait Photography Studio workshop, SALT Galata, Istanbul, Turkey, 2014
Who Am I? workshop, SALT Galata, Istanbul, Turkey, 2013
Sketchbook workshop, FKare Festival de Photo, Yıldız Teknik University, Istanbul, Turkey, 2012

PRESS, TV & SOCIAL MEDIA FEATURES (SELECTION)
Vidéo Triomphante, Artension Magazine no:182, 2023
Jade Pillaudin, Image du Jour, Earth Fight, Le Quotidien de l’Art, 2023
Presentation of the work for Photo Basel, 2022
In conversation with Yasemin Ülgen & Barbara Polla for Pilot Podcast Ep 4, 2022
Raw and Radical Women in the Arts Podcast, 2021 
Bu Kızın Öyküsü Ep 9, Mini-documentary series for Blu TV about women empowerment, 2018
‘Jeu des Portraits en Famille’ in Sud Ouest, 2018
ARTE TV, Metropolis: Istanbul, 2013
ARTE TV, Yourope: Feminismus, 2012

OTHER
Founder of SyncSociety, phygital platform which creates and propagates content in sync with artists, 2018
Co-founding member of BOMOVU, sports & body movement for social empowerment association, 2015
Co-founder of Bandrolsüz, collective for the distribution of artists books, zines and multiples, 2011
Instructor, Istanbul Bilgi University Visual Communication Design Dept., 2008-2009

mimiko.net
instagram.com/mimikoturkkan
reachme@mimiko.net

https://www.mimiko.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/artension_earth-fight.jpg
https://www.mimiko.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/IMG_9236_web.jpg
https://youtu.be/DG_nvtyRzzU
https://www.mimiko.net/2022/06/24/in-conversation-with-yasemin-ulgen-barbara-polla-for-pilot-podcast-ep-4/
https://www.rawradical.com/Mimiko-Turkkan
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XW-SjyriZRd0HVbzuXYLokrEEN3WGV5V/view?usp=share_link
https://www.sudouest.fr/charente-maritime/la-rochelle/la-rochelle-jeu-des-portraits-en-famille-a-decouvrir-au-centre-intermondes-3028062.php
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AwyjcdFGvuZtML0iFklXTB3eMpy-UGp6/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11zNA3hsl_kG8NUeC7rD-8MedYXhUFjsb/view?usp=share_link
http://www.mimiko.net
mailto:reachme%40mimiko.net?subject=


PUBLICATIONS, INTERVIEWS & FEATURES

 Fight Like a Girl in 30 Jahre Springerin, Springerin magazine, 2025

https://www.springerin.at


Vidéo Triomphante, Artension Magazine no:182, 2023

Earth Fight ‘Image du Jour’ in Le Quotidien de l’Art, 2023

Exhibition czatalogue ‘Enchanter la Terre’, 2023

‘Earth Fight’ in EuroNews.gr, 2024

https://www.chateaudurivau.com/fr/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2023/03/Catalogue-exposition-Enchanter-la-terre-Chateau-du-Rivau.pdf
https://www.lequotidiendelart.com/articles/24292-toutes-les-terres-du-monde.html
https://www.mimiko.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/artension_earth-fight.jpg
https://gr.euronews.com/culture/2024/09/20/i-ptolemaida-filoxenei-tin-proti-carbon-tierra-biennale
https://www.mimiko.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/artension_earth-fight.jpg
https://www.lequotidiendelart.com/articles/24292-toutes-les-terres-du-monde.html
https://www.chateaudurivau.com/fr/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2023/03/Catalogue-exposition-Enchanter-la-terre-Chateau-du-Rivau.pdf
https://gr.euronews.com/culture/2024/09/20/i-ptolemaida-filoxenei-tin-proti-carbon-tierra-biennale


Raw and Radical Women in the Arts Podcast, 2021

‘Waves of Intention’ in Calling Mag, 2023

Point Contemporain hors série – Curiosités Contemporaines #2, 2019

Exhibition catalogue ‘States of Earth’, 2024

https://www.rawradical.com/Mimiko-Turkkan
https://www.callingmag.com/gozde-mimikonun-niyet-dalgalari/
https://www.yapikrediyayinlari.com.tr/yeryuzu-halleri-states-of-earth.aspx
https://analixforever.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/entretien-mimiko-point-contemporain.pdf
https://www.rawradical.com/Mimiko-Turkkan
https://www.callingmag.com/gozde-mimikonun-niyet-dalgalari/
https://analixforever.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/entretien-mimiko-point-contemporain.pdf
https://www.yapikrediyayinlari.com.tr/yeryuzu-halleri-states-of-earth.aspx


Bu Kızın Öyküsü Ep 9, Mini-documentary series for Blu TV about women empowerment, 2018

Socrates magazine, Issue 56, 2019

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XW-SjyriZRd0HVbzuXYLokrEEN3WGV5V/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XW-SjyriZRd0HVbzuXYLokrEEN3WGV5V/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XW-SjyriZRd0HVbzuXYLokrEEN3WGV5V/view

